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Jarassment probe pro
jome firefighter “transfers

By Elizabeth Hume
BEE ST AFF WRITER

The harassment investigation

a Sacramento city fire station-

s led to the transfer of at least
e of the 30 firefighters at Sta-
n 6, official s said.

“There are seven or eight peo-

» out of Station 6 who are on
> transfer list to help calm the
¢ - that may affect a. few
1 )eople,” said fire spokes-
an Capt. David Whitt. “The in-
stigation is not. complete

The department said it has
sre than 55 other firefighters

_its transfer list, and about a

zen of those are seeking volun-
'y transfers.

Deputy City Manager Richard
imirez said most the transfers
e the result of promotional test-
g that occurs at this time of year
dnot theresult of the investiga-

M.

“To the best of management 8
knowledge there has not been a
wholesale reallocatlon . said
Ramirez.

But flreflghters said that it's
one of the largest number of trans-
fers in memory.

“Iwould cla351fy it as an unusu-
ally high number of transfers,”
said Brian Rice, president of the
firefighters’ Local 522.

The transfers come 10 monthsA

after the first reported incident of

harassment at Station 6 on. Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. .
Fire sources- said that inJ une a
female fireflghu:i’ on the C shift

found an obscenity wrltten on

herax handle. = .
A few months later a comput-

er-generated picture of the sta-

tion’s A shift showed upin the sta-
tion. Their faces were crossed
out, and the words “orange
woman”, were inscribed on the
photo.

Orange is the station’s official
color, and some city firefighters
are known to call themselves “Or-
angemen.” But fire sources said
the note was confusing because
there are no female firefighters as-
signed to the Station 6 A shift.

Firefighters said they’re frus-
trated by how long it has taken
the city to complete the harass-
ment investigation..

“We’re 10 months into this and
no closer to seeing it resolved,”
said union president Rice. ‘I
know the city personnel are un-
der tremendous pressure, but I
feel that the fire administration
didn’t act decisively enough to

- curtail it and come to a resolution

months ago.”
ooo

The Bee’s Elizabeth Hume can .
be reached at (916) 321-1203 or
ehun.:ce@ sacbee.com.
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